Letters to the Editor (5, 6) , and American Occupational Therapy Foundation (AOTF) reports (7) .
King discussed the need to delineate the role of occupational therapy in psychiatric practice and warned that "whether or not occupational therapy abandons the curative role in psychiatry depends largely on the imagination and vigor with which research is pursued" (1, p l8).
Johnson (2) and West (3, The number of cases, observations, or subjects in the entire group.
The number in a subgroup.
The mean or average that takes into account the values of every score in the group.
Standard deviation, a measure of variability.
Less than a 5 percent probability that the observed results are caused by chance.
A statistical procedure that compares two groups on one measure and determines to what degree the difference could be attributed to chance fluctuation.
A statistic resulting from a t test. The probability level arrived at partially depends on the size of the f ratio.
Degrees of f reedom;f requently depends on the size of the sample and/or the number of groups.
Analysis of variance; a statisticaltechnique that compares differences three or more groups on a measure.
A statistic calculated by ANOVA procedures that, together with the degrees of f reedom, determines whether or not the differences in group scores are statistically significant. All the members of a specified group.
A subgroup of members selected from the population.
The extent to which the sample stands for the population.
The extent to which the results of the study can be applied to groups other than the one studied.
Selecting a sample from a population in a way that gives every member of the population an equal chance of being included in the sample.
Procedure in which chance alone determines the group to which the subject is assigned.
Something that varies; an attribute that has different values for different members of a group.
The degree of consistency, stability, dependability of a measure.
The deqree to which a measure achieves its purpose.
as evenly as possible to each group. The terms described in this section and listed in Figure 2 provide an introduction to research terminology. The discussion is n cessarily incomplete and does not include concepts such as scales of measurement and classes of variables.
Conclusions and Summary
Discu sions during the 1976 AOTF Research Seminar indicated tl at barriers to re earch production in occupational therapy could be grouped as attitudinal, org nizationa I, and material (7) . The classroom may well be the appropriate environment for the development of realistic research atliLUdes.
Sin e research is a method of inquiry, an inquisitive attitude is a prime ingredient. Yerxa and Gilfoyle (7) point out that curiosity should be encouraged. A basic understanding of introductory statistical oncepts and frequently used research terms i a necessary prerequisite for stimulating curiosity, inquiry, and a realistic interest in the research process. Interpretation and discussion of these research tools can become part of regular classroom instruction in the same manner as instruction in writing skills permeate most occupa tiona I therapy classes. As research tools are mastered, they should be recognized as components of research. Thus, students become comfortable with reali. tic views of scientific inquiry and a receptive attitudinal foundation i established for occupational therapy research.
